
Kontras Quartet T6 Perform
At College December 2ND

The Kontras Quartet, resident quartet with the Western Piedmont Symphony Orchestra, will be in concert, December 2ND,
at 7:00pu, in Leviton Auditorium at Western Piedmont Community College. The December performance is one of four
concerts scheduled at the College; others will be March 17m at l:00pin and April 12m, at 7:00pin Quartet members (from
left): cellist Jean Hatmaker, violinist Francois Henkins, violist Ai Ishida and violinist Dmitri Pogoreloy.

Morganton, NC - The Kontras
Quartet, currently in its first year
as the. Hickory Metro Resident
Quartet with the Western Piedmont
Symphony, will perform a festive
concert at Western Piedmont
Community College on Thursday,
December 2ND at 7:OOPM in Leviton
Auditorium located in Moore Hall.

This is the second of the
Quartet's concerts scheduled at the
College this academic year; others
will be March 17ra at l:OOi>M and
April 12iH at 7:OOpM.The first was
during the College's Speakers
Forum in November. The public is
invited to attend these concerts at
no charge.

The Kontras Quartet members
are from four different parts of
the globe. Recognized as brilliant,
sensitive performers they are:
violinists Dmitri Pogorelov, from
Russia, and Francois Henkins, a
native of South Africa; violist Ai
Ishida, from Tokyo; and cellist Jean
Hatmaker, who grew up in the

suburbs of Chicago, II. The four
musicians met as principals of the
Civic Orchestra of Chicago. Their
name, Kontras, means contrasts in
Henkins' native Afrikaans language.

Pogorelov discovered his
interest in a violin at age four.
Since, he has played concerts
on three continents and in over
30 states in the United States. A
seasoned performer he has worked
as concert master of the Chicago
Symphony's Civic Orchestra. He is
currently a violin teacher at Lenoir
Rhyne University.

Henkins' love for sports changed
to a love for violin at age 15. The
youngest in a family of musicians,
he traveled the world to appear at
chamber music festivals. He worked
under renowned conductors in
the Civic Orchestra of Chicago,
the Chicago Sinfonietta, and the
Johannesburg Philharmonic. He
currently is on faculty with the
NewArt School in Newton.

Ishida is the only daughter of
two professional musicians. She(
began studying violin with
mother at age three, but learned as
a teenager that her real love was the'
viola. An accomplished mu
she has traveled and performed in

»18 different countries. As principal
violist, she played with the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra and with the
Civic Orchestra of Chicago.

Hatmaker began her cello
studies at age three and began her
chamber music career at age 12 i
cellist of the Micelli Quarter, and
has since toured five continents. ±
She was principal cellist of the Civic ^C?
Orchestra of Chicago and worked t^3
with the Chicago Symphony 2r
Orchestra as musical ambassador *i.
to underprivileged students. She
currently is on faculty at Lenoir
Rhyne as a teacher for the Kids in
Koncert program.

To learn more about Western
Piedmont Symphony and the Kontras.
visit www.wpsymphony.org.


